WABHINGTON, Jan. 18.~The Commissioner of |
Indlan Affairs has recetved from Elaine Good- |
nle, Bnpervisor of Education, & letter dated Pine

Ridge, Jan. 12, giving a report of the battle at
Wounded Knee. Among other things it eaya:

*“The testimony of the survivors of Big Foot's band
. 13 unanimons pu one important point—oamely, that

the Indians did not dsliberately pian o resistance,
The party was not a8 war party goecording te thelr
atatemsnts, which I belleve to he true, bota party
gtﬂndcfinz to visis the agency at the invitation of Red

o1

* The Indlans say that many of the men were un-
armed. When they mel the troops thair aenticipated
no treable, There was copnstant friendly Inter-

- conrse between the soldiers and the Indians, even
women shaking hapds with the officers and men. The
demand for thelr arms was a surprise to the Indians,
but the great malority df them chose to submit
quietly. The tepees had already been searched and a
largo number of guns, knives, and hatohets centla.
cated when the searching of the persons of the
Ien  was bepun. The women say that the
too were searched, and their Xnives whic
they always carry for domestio Urposes)
taken from them. A pumber of & 1nen
had gunrrendered their riflea and cartridge belts
when one young man (who ie described by the Ju-
dians a8 a guood-for-nothing {ﬁung fellow) fired s
single shot. This callad iorth a volley from the
trouvps, and the tiring and conufnslon became general

I do not eredit the statement, which has been mmade

by some, that the women carried arms and particl.
yated actively in the fight. ‘The weight of testimony
8 overwhelmingly against this supposition. There
may have been one or two isolated casea of
this kind, but there ia mno doubt that tha
great majority of the women and ehildren, as well as
many unarmed men and yooth, had no thooght of |
anything but iligzht. They were pursted np the ra
vines and shot down indiscriminately by the soldiers.

It is reported that one of the otficera called ont,
“ Don't shoot the sgqunaws,” but the men were doubt-
less too much crxeited te obey. The killilng of the
women and children wis in part noavelidable, owin
10 the confasion, buk ] think there 18 no doubt that
it was in many casesdeliberate nnd intentional. The
Scventh Cavalry, Custoer's command, had an old
eridygs torepsy.

The party of sconts who buried the dead report 84
bodias of men and boys, 44 of wormnen, and 15 of yoan
children, Soma were earried off by the hostlles. |
number of prisoners, chiefly women, have aince dled |
of thelr wonnds, and more will escott” follow.
- The arty which viaited the battlefleld on |
 Jan, 1 to rescoe any woundad who might have been |
- abandoned. and brought in seveh, report that nearly
- all the bodles of the men were lying close abont Big
| Foot's Bibley tent, while the women and children
were scattered along & distance of two miles from
~ the scene of the coconnter, |
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