CLOSING -ON THE HOSTILES

THEY ARE DEMOBALIZED AND ARE
BEATING EACH OTHER. '

CANADIAN INDIAXS HAVE OAUGHT THE
MESSIAH CRAZE AND THERE ARE
FEARS OF THEIR RISING—TROUBLE |
ALSO IN OEKLAHOMA.

PiNe RIpDGE AGENCY, B. D.,via Bushville, Neb.,

Jan, 9.—Hostiler Degan thelr devilment this
morning by burning the cabina four milea north

of the agency. Three columns of dense smoka
in the north show where the firesa are raging.
There is pandemonium in the great village of the
hostiles. The assassination of Lieut. Casey has
caussed o panic, which has not yet been quelled.

The Ogallalas, who represent the Pine Ridge
Agenoy,and who stampeded from here on learp-
ing the news of the battle of Wounded Knee, aro
anxious to come bagk, but wnost of them are held
prisoners by the desperadoes from SBtanding
Rock, Rosebud, and Cheyenne River. Dur
ing the excitement which has prevailed
silnee the cowardly murder of the
brave  Lieutenant, the ghost  danocera
have been perfect friends. Government scounts
report that the hostiles are without a head, and
that in their frenzy they are destroyving their
owD property, beating their own pebple, and
shouting that they want to fight,

They are all in war paint, and their guna and
horses have been painted for war. The refugees

from the village are In a pitiable condition, The
out-throats from the north and from Rosebud are
still crazy for a Hight with the soldiers. The
are ralding the country right and left and kill-
ing cattle slmply for thelr tongues apnd tender-
loina. The deaire of the hostiles to come in, if
they have expressed any such desire, 1s doubt-
lesa prompted by the approach of the troops
from behind and from the wings.

The eoldiers are slowly prezsing agsalnst the
big village. The cordon 1sgradually growing to-
gether. The troopers are wvloser together than
they were yesterday, and the concentration will
. be more effectiva to-morrow than it s to-day.
. Boouts report that soldiers are already so ¢lose
to the hostiles that skirmishing continues at in-
tervals during thoe day and night.

Red Cloud says that in the hostile camp thers
are 1,000 warriors, not counting old men and
the women and children, or 5,000 all told. With
the Ogallallas, who are still with them, the hos-
tiles’ camp numbers 7,000 souls, Eed Cloud
said that the Brulés were armed as well as the
soldiers.

The commlittee which haa been inveatigating
Col. Forsyth’'s management of the troops at
Wounded Knee bas finished its report. It will
make s report to Gen, Miles exonerating the
Colonel of any migmanagement and of any at-
tempt to kill the women and children.

Capt, Plerce, the nswly-appointed agent to
succeed Royer, arrived at noon to-day.

A Troop, Seventh Cavalry, Capt. Maylan, left
a8 escort to-day with Paymasters Balter and
Comegy, who will visit all the troops in the fleld.

It has been discovered that Philip Bchwenky
of K Troop, a recruit from Jeffarson Barraolas,
whoaa home was Newark, N. J., was killad on
Wounded Kunee Creek, but tha faet 18 now pub-

@ hed for the first time.

The coming in of Red Clond is variously in-
terprated. is good faith is doubted by many,
because it is well known that he couid not have
stolen away In the night from the hostilea had
the latter desired to retain him in their midst.
Red Cloud says there are 100.wounded Indians
among the hosatiles whom Litile Wound wants
10 send to the Agancy.

Gen. Miles has placed Col. Echafer, Firet In-
fantry, in command of the troope at the agenoy.

Bitting Bear and Long Bull have written Gen.
Miles that they propose 10 c0ome with their fol-
lowers andtbe good Indians.
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